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Preface 
The Fourth European Symposium on Calcium Binding 
Proteins in Normal and Transformed Cells was held in 
Perugia, Italy, on 2-5 May, 1996. About 200 participants 
from Europe, Eastern Europe, Canada, the USA, Japan and 
Australia attended the symposium. 
One aim of the sympo.,;ia of this series is to stimulate 
research and discussion on intracellular calcium and cal- 
cium binding proteins in Europe, and facilitate the circula- 
tion of ideas, methodologies and, when possible, technolo- 
gies among the European scientists involved in the field, 
and between European and non-European scientists. An- 
other major goal is to give young European researchers 
and East European scientists the opportunity to present and 
discuss their data at a reasonably low cost. Accordingly, 
about 50% of participants who attended this symposium 
were aged 35 or under. This time, sessions of poster 
presentation were included to complement sessions of oral 
presentation. Also, as in the past, a certain number of 
abstracts were selected for an oral presentation. 
The main topics discussed in this meeting were: cal- 
cium signalling and imaging; new control mechanisms and 
visualization techniques for cytosolic, nuclear and mito- 
chondrial calcium; structure regulation and functions of 
EF-hand CaZ+-binding proteins and annexins, and their 
mutual interactions, and lumenal Ca2+-binding proteins; 
calcium and Ca2+-binding proteins in pathology (apopto- 
sis, oncosis and necrosis), including pharmacological s- 
pects. 
The highlights of this symposium will be summarized 
by R.J.P. Williams in Cell Calcium. 
The opportunity to establish a European Calcium Soci- 
ety was taken into consideration by the organizers and 
communicated to participants. The organizers will send 
details about this new organization to European and non- 
European scientists in the field in the near future. 
The European Symposium on Calcium Binding Proteins 
in Normal and Transformed Cells will continue to be held 
every two years, with the next meeting being organized by 
Dr. V. Gerke in the Spring of 1998 in Miinster, Germany. 
Organizers of the European Symposium on Calcium 
Binding Proteins in Normal and Transformed Cells: 
R. Donato (Italy) 
J. Haiech (France) 
C.W. Heizmann (Switzerland) 
R. Pochet (Belgium) 
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